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Abstract:

Fault line wars as collateral damages of a World Order: The case of China and Paraguay faced with the Congress of Vienna
Uwe Christian Plachetka
The Congress of Vienna was one of the most important turning points not only of European history. To diplomacy this congress was considered as an order of peace by means of political communication: This idea gave birth to the modern system of diplomacy with exterritorial embassies
. The European international order should be kept by the principle of the balance of power, which was vaguely known since the treaty of Westphalia, but it was not explicit before the congress of Vienna
. Anyway, 19th century modernity was imposed as standards of “civilized life” against “barbarians”: The Empire of the civilized nations
 established by the congress of Vienna had a “barbarian frontier”
. Two show-cases will make visible this approach: (1) The opium wars against China (as interpreted by political scientists)
 and (2) the war of the Triple-Alliance against Paraguay.
Concerning (1) China: Rivalling forms of states in Asia were for instance “solar states” in South-East Asia
 defined by the sacred centre as sun and the provinces as planets and China, defining itself as zhong-guo, the center of a civilized way of life
. The congress of Vienna moulded the idea to make China paying the price for her political system: To political scientists the so-called Opium wars enforced China’s integration into the system of diplomacy as negotiated at the Congress of Vienna: Kindermann
 even employs Sam Huntington’s clash-of-civilization theory
. The Western nations’ embassies should be established in the sacred centre of the Sinic civilization: Beijing. In fact, it was an enforced opening of the Chinese market to opium and the beginning of the decline and fall of the Chinese imperial civilization. The damages of the Opium war obscured the pernicious impact of the Taiping rebellion, which was driven by a mixture of religious ideas originating in South China with a vague idea of Christendom. The Taiping challenged the canonized state ideology of the Qing dynasty (the Manchus). The problem is that in Asia (or what Marx tried to explain as “Asiatic mode of production”
) conflicts over religion (Islamic world) or standards of civilization (China) were idioms to articulate class conflicts. 

The (2) Paraguayan war: In South America a similar conflict occurred: The war of the Triple Alliance against the government of the Republic of Paraguay (1864-1870),i.e. during the period of the US civil war and Napoleon III of France playing havoc on the order of the Viennese congress giving way to Bismarck’s policy of unifying Germany situated in a buffer zone between the French and the Russian empire: But the Russian empire was substantially weakened by the Crimean war (1854-1861), whereas the US civil war (1861-65) weakened the US hegemony over the Western Hemisphere. France under the leadership of Napoleon III defeated Austria at Solferino due to the usual shortcomings of the Austrian army. The Mexican adventure of Archduke Maximilian (the brother of the Austrian emperor Franz Joseph) in Mexico was a French issue to take advantage of the post-imperial vacuum because the USA was engaged with her post-war reconstruction era. But after the unifying campaigns of Germany, Bismarck smashed the French power in 1870: Germany was the strongest power in continental Europe during those days but Bismarck considered the conservation of the status quo as essential for the security of Germany
, a possible explanation for the absence of Germany to replace the US hegemony over the more remote part of South America such as the La Plata region. Was Brazil heading for hegemony? Anyway by 1864 Francisco Solano Lopez declared that any alteration of the balance of power in the mouth of the Rio de la Plata is a casus belli for Paraguay. So he started what emerged the war of the Triple Alliance during this period: It was the first total war in history with a slaughter similar to the World Wars of the 20th century: About 2/3 of the male population of Paraguay was killed off. This reminds on “ethnic cleansing” as it happened during the Yugoslav civil wars. Was the Paraguayan war therefore a fault line war according to Huntington? Whereas Huntington’s reification of civilizations is to be rejected the road to the fault line is palpable to a good historian who can cope with some shortage of historical documents
. The conflicts were already provoked with Austria’s acknowledgement of Paraguay’s independence in 1847: The United Provinces of La Plata to become Argentine
 were backed by Great Britain, whereas Paraguay, fighting against its enforced unification, was backed by Brazil and Austria, although people spoke Guarani there and the conceptions of state and government were closer to pre-Columbian American ideas than to the political discussions of the 19th century as we will see. The Guarani issue probably fuelled Francisco Solano Lopez’ hope to win the war of the Triple Alliance
 he declared to back Uruguay avoiding a puppet regime of Brazil jeopardizing the balance of power in the mouth of the Rio de la Plata, Paraguay’s gate to the world. This explanation is considered as trustworthy
 as the Congress of Vienna declared the principle of the balance of power as a pattern of international relations. 
However, Paraguay was beyond the “barbarian frontier” of the system of the Congress of Vienna as a nation state based on the Guarani legacy in a more profound way, beyond Kahle’s assumption
: It was not the (documented) Spanish-Guarani alliance of the 16th century but the 18th century Comuneros revolt to have been the charter era
 of nationality between 1721 to 1816 (the year of Paraguay’s law enforcing heterogeneous marriages). It was as a phenomenon of longitudinal history
 with essential discourses on people’s sovereignty mentioned in a document on the comuneros revolt
 (1717-1735)
. The Paraguayan hostility to the nearby Jesuit missions may be interpreted via 19th century lower class Paraguayan notion of nationalism derived from the Guarani view of the world mingled with a regional version of Catholicism
: The Jesuits as papal crack troops of Catholicism could never accept such a phenomenon
. After Paraguay’s independence in 1811 Dr. Francia was in fact the leader of a popular revolution
. His successor Carlos Antonio López is explicit on the “revolución popular” in a political mission statement mentioned in his letter to the Austrian Emperor Ferdinand
 in 1847. Therefore the goals of the war of the Triple Alliance were kept secret: The replacement of the Paraguayan government possibly by the “Paraguayan league” composed by upper class Paraguayan expats hostile to the populist regime. Their aspirations were more audacious than the proclaimed goals of the Opium wars: It was in fact an assault against a nation’s sovereignty due to its unpleasant “ethno-policy”: Paraguay was like an indigenous state with a upper class considering themselves as of Spanish origin but committed to the people, similar to Meiji Japan, whose way to modernity was enforced by a civil war against the traditional Samurai élite, ignored by Western apologetics of modernization. Consequently South American conceptions of state and kingship are to be identified
. The first complete edition of Juan Polo de Ondegardos reports on Inca statecraft to the Spanish king
 is helpful, however, the real source of Inca power were programs of restoration ecology as response to the impact of the Medieval Climatic Anomaly. Successful reconstruction of cultivated landscapes to feed the people explains a “sacred statecraft”. It is traceable by a synopsis of “archives of nature” and archaeology
 including historical documents and agricultural astronomy
. The issue of the Amazonian civilizations
 is difficult due to a shortage of written records. Lieberman’s wise combination of autonomous historiography with externalist historiography sets new standards in history. This allows the conclusion that unlike Japan, Paraguay was not allowed to become “civilized”. 
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